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www.club20.org CLUB 20 Region

 Non-partisan coalition 
tasked to advocate on 
behalf of Western CO

 22 counties, more than 
1200 members

 Influence public policy 
and decision makers at 
state and federal level

 Educational/Networking 
events 



 Amendments to State Statute or Constitution 
proposed by a 2/3 vote of both houses of the 
Colorado General Assembly

 Tend to be technical changes or divisive 
issues

 Both measures passed each chamber 
unanimously



 Amendment T-No Exception to Involuntary Servitude 
Prohibition

Under Article II, Section 26 of the Colorado Constitution, slavery and involuntary 
servitude are prohibited, except as punishment for the conviction of a crime. 
Amendment T removes this exception.

 Argument For: The section of the Colorado Constitution that allows slavery and 
involuntary servitude as punishment for a crime should be updated because it 
represents a time in the United States when not all people were seen as human 
beings or treated with dignity. Removing the language reflects fundamental values 
of freedom and equality, and makes an important symbolic statement. There are 
25 other states that do not have any language related to slavery and involuntary 
servitude in their constitutions, and both prison work and community service 
programs are able to operate within those states.

 Argument Against: Amendment T may result in legal uncertainty around current 
offender work practices in the state. Prison work requirements provide structure 
and purpose for offenders, while enabling skill building and helping to reduce 
recidivism. Community service programs allow offenders to engage with the 
community and make amends for their crimes. Such practices have a place in the 
correctional system, and legal challenges resulting from the passage of 
Amendment T could put the application of these practices in jeopardy.





 Amendment U-Exempt Certain Possessory 
Interests From Property Taxes

Amends the Colorado Constitution beginning with tax year 2018, 
to eliminate property taxes for individuals or businesses that use 
government-owned property for a private benefit worth $6,000 or 
less in market value; and 
beginning with tax year 2019, and every two years thereafter, 
adjust the $6,000 exemption threshold to account for inflation.
 Argument For: Amendment U reduces the administrative burden of 

collecting a tax that in many cases costs more to collect than it brings in 
to local governments. For example, the majority of possessory interests 
in the state are for agricultural leases, many of which are charged less 
than $10 in property taxes. The cost of administering this tax — mailing 
notices, maintaining tax rolls, and collecting and enforcing the tax —
often exceeds this amount.

 Argument Against: Amendment U provides an unfair tax break for 
businesses and individuals who use government-owned land for their 
private financial benefit, and puts a greater tax burden on others to pay 
for local government services. The state constitution requires that local 
taxing districts collect taxes uniformly for all taxpayers. A small tax bill 
does not justify exempting businesses or individuals from paying the tax 
on the private benefit they enjoy on government land.



 Establishes ColoradoCare, a statewide system to finance health 
care services for all CO residents

 Creates new taxes on most sources of income, exempt from 
constitutional limits on revenue (TABOR), and require approval by 
Colorado residents for future tax increases (once annually)

 Governed by a 21 member elected board of trustees to oversee 
the operations of Colorado Care

 Allow the board to terminate ColoradoCare

 Will administer government programs like Medicare, Medicaid, 
and Children’s Basic Health Plan

 Those with government health programs, such as current and 
veteran military members, will still be able to utilize their 
government health program however they will still be required to 
pay the new taxes that fund ColoradoCare



 State must seek federal waiver/approval to develop 
alternative health payment system

 15 member Board of trustees initially established via 
appointment, then elected-21 members

 During initial implementation, ColoradoCare will not pay 
for health care services; individuals will be responsible for 
paying for and maintaining health insurance coverage

 Initial taxes expected to generate $2 billion/yr starting July 
1, 2017 until ColoradoCare resumes full responsibility for 
health care payments

 Must cover services currently required under the ACA 
(primary and speciality care, hospitalization, prescription drugs, medical 
equipment, and emergency and urgent care)



 Board of Trustees will Determine:

◦ Benefits/Coverage

◦ Reimbursement Rates for Providers

◦ Executive Staff/ Board Salaries

◦ Create a new medical records and billing system

◦ Not subject to public recall, may be removed by 
majority vote of the board

 10% payroll tax established to help raise           
$25 billion in taxes annually-virtually all 
sources of income will be taxed



 Creates a more equitable system that 
provides coverage for all CO residents-incl. 

illegal aliens 

 Prohibits deductibles and may reduce 
financial barriers to care

 Lower administrative costs, reduce spending 
by adjusting payment rates to providers, may 
reduce diagnostic testing

 Creates a non-profit model and added 
transparency



 Creates $25 billion in new taxes which may burden 
the economy and eliminate jobs

 Will nearly double the size of state government

 Tax payers pay $2 billion annually in the initial years 
while still paying their current insurance premiums

 Many individuals and businesses will pay more with 
the new taxes than they currently pay for health care

 Taxpayers must pay the new taxes even if they do not 
utilize ColoradoCare

 ColoradoCare may cause private health insurance 
businesses to downsize or leave the state

 No guarantee of improved patient care, expanded 
access, or reduced health care costs



 Measure is light on critical details-left to be determined 
by the 21 member board with limited accountability and 
no required health industry experience

 If ColoradoCare fails, it could take years to re-establish a 
private health insurance market

 May limit consumer choice and strain the health care 
system

 Providers may be unwilling to serve patients if 
reimbursement rates are too low or may leave CO

 Potential influx of people moving to CO to receive health 
care

 $25 billion in taxes may not be enough-an independent 
analysis suggests COCare will see $253 million deficit in 
1st year growing to a $7.8 billion deficit after 10 years

 Broad Coalition of Oposition



Proponents: www.coloradocare.org

Opponents: www.coloradansforcoloradans.com

http://www.coloradocare.org/
http://www.coloradansforcoloradans.com/


 Increases minimum wage from $8.31 to $9.30 
beginning January 1, 2017

 Annual increase by $0.90 until it reaches 
$12.00/hr in January 2020

 On January 1, 2021 and each year thereafter, 
Colorado’s minimum wage will be adjusted 
annually based on cost of living increases

Proponents: www.coloradofamiliesforafairwage.org

Opponents: www.keepcoloradoworking.com

http://www.coloradofamiliesforafairwage.org/
http://www.coloradoindependent.com/159539/raise-the-bar-wants-to-make-it-harder-to-change-colorados-constitution


 Colorado’s Constitution is the 3rd easiest in the country 
to amend creating a petri-dish atmosphere for special 
interest groups

 Colorado’s Constitution has been amended 152 times

◦ Requires 55% passage for Constitutional 
amendments; Statutory initiatives still require 
simple majority to pass

◦ Requires signatures to be collected from the State’s 
35 Senate Districts-2% of registered voters 

Proponents: www.raisethebarco.com

Opponents: www.facebook.com/stopraisingthebar

http://www.raisethebarco.com/


 Increases the state tax on a pack of cigarettes 
from $0.84 to $2.59

 Increases the state tax on other tobacco products 
from 40% to 62% of the price

 Distributes the new tax revenues for medical 
research, tobacco-use prevention, doctors and 
clinics in rural or low-income areas, veterans’ 
services, and other health-related programs

Proponents: www.healthyco2016.com
Opponents: www.VoteNoOn72.com

http://www.healthyco2016.com/
http://www.votenoon71.com/


 Proposed Law or Change to Existing Law

 Initiated by Citizens

 Also Called Statutory Change or Amendment



 Allow a terminally ill individual with a prognosis of 6 
months or less to live to request and self administer 
medication to voluntarily end his or her life

 Authorizes a physician to prescribe medical aid-in-dying 
medication to a terminally individual under certain 
conditions

 Creates criminal penalties for tampering with a person’s 
request for medical aid-in-dying medication or knowing 
coercing a person with a terminal illness to request the 
medication

Proponents: www.coendoflifeoptions.org
Opponents: www.notdeadyetcolorado.org

http://www.coendoflifeoptions.org/
http://www.notdeadyetcolorado.org/


 Presidential nominees for major political parties are chosen by 
state delegates at each party's national convention. Delegates to 
the national convention are selected by each state based on the 
results of either a caucus or presidential  primary election. 

 Proposition 107 establishes a presidential primary election in 
Colorado that is open to voters affiliated with a major political 
party and to unaffiliated voters

 CO previously held presidential primaries in 1992, 1996 and 
2000. This measure would restore a presidential primary in CO 
beginning in 2020. Because a presidential primary election would 
be paid for by all taxpayers, all eligible voters who want their 
voices to be heard would be able to vote in those elections

Proponents: www.letcovote2016.com
Opponents: Save the Caucus-
www.facebook.com/Colorado.Caucus.News

http://www.letcovote2016.com/


 Change the primary election process in Colorado 
to allow unaffiliated voters to vote in a 
nonpresidential primary election of a single 
political party

 Allows political parties to opt out of holding a 
primary election and instead choose to nominate 
candidates by assembly or convention

Proponents: www.letcovote2016.com
Opponents: Citizens for Integrity Issue Committee

http://www.letcovote2016.com/


www.club20.org
or

www.sos.state.co.us
or 

Send the text "CO" to 2Vote (28683) 
for links to election information and 

voter registration

http://www.club20.org/
http://www.sos.state.co.us/

