
 

 

About-Tammy Butler 

Tammy Butler, Master CMB is the Director of Fair Lending and Compliance for Optimal Blue; the nation’s 

leading pricing engine. At Optimal Blue, Tammy is leading the charge to build Fair Lending and 

Compliance analytics for the mortgage banking industry. She has combined her knowledge of a 

practicing mortgage banker, technology developer and fair lending expert, to deliver workable solutions 

for Optimal Blue clients. These technology solutions provide mortgage banking clients with the arsenal 

of information they need, to monitor their pipelines real time for fair lending and compliance purposes. 

Prior to Optimal Blue, Tammy was the Founder/CEO of Direct Lending Family, Inc., a real time 

technology solutions provider. Direct Lending Family assisted non-profit home-buying counselors by 

giving their clients access to the mortgage market in a fair and non-predatory environment. Her clients 

are among the most impressive consumer housing advocates in the country, and they used her 

technology and expertise to assist them in providing fair access to credit, in low to moderate areas of 

the country. NeighborWorks America, National Council of LaRaza and National Community 

Reinvestment Coalition all private labeled her technology, for the specific use of providing solutions for 

the clients they serve. 

Tammy has worked very closely with her core clients to provide numerous reporting tools from varying 

systems, and types of data, to formulate comprehensive reports that allow for proper analysis of 

consumer lending issues. 

In addition to the primary technology, Direct Lending Family was contracted in the spring of 2011 to 

provide a historical database of underwriting guidelines and pricing for the specific use of discovering 

what loan options would have been available to a client on any date in history. This powerful tool was 

used to check whether a mortgage client was given a fair loan or was steered into another type of 

product. 

Tammy also owned the largest training company in the mortgage industry and was instrumental in 

developing many educational courses available to the mortgage industry, and to the counseling 

community. 

Her management accomplishments include starting an in-house lending division for a Fortune 200 

company, which became both the highest volume and profit center within 6 months. In addition, she 

served as head of production for a large independent mortgage banker turning volume from $150 

million per year to $1.2 billion within 2 years, leading them to become the Illinois Mortgage Banker of 

the year. Tammy is the youngest woman ever to receive the mortgage banker’s highest designation of 

Master Certified Mortgage Banker (CMB) and is a 1983 graduate of the University of Maryland College 

Park. Originally from Maryland, Tammy has resided in the Chicago area for over 20 years. 


